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The Historical Society receives $200,000 donation
from Oak Park family; $100,000 in 2015 and a
$100,000 matching grant challenge for 2016

The renovation of an 1898 firchouse into a 21" century museum 35

serving Oak Park and River Forest received a big boost toward
completion thanks to a $200,000 donation from Patricia and Kendall
Hunt on behalf of the T. Kendall Hunt Family Foundation. Caroline
Kenworthy, daughter of Patricia and Kendall Hunt, presented the gift on
November 19, 2015, at an event attended by more than 150 people at
the future museum and research center at Lake St. and Lombard Ave.
The donation is structured in two parts: first a $100,000 immediate
gift to the Historical Society, and a second $100,000 to be donated when
our communities match that amount in new donations by June 30, 2016.
Over $10,000 was donated by attendees just on the night of the
announcement, making a great start toward reaching the challenge goal. Caroline Kenworthy presents the gift.
A new green geothermal HVAC system has already been installed, as well as a new roof, new plumbing, a new
electrical system, and, for the first time ever in this building, a fire sprinkler system. The Historical Society is in -
the midst of scheduling the balance of the electrical work and the installation of a fire and security alarm system
(continued on page 2)

Facing the future, remembering the past

“And now let us welcome the New Year, full of things that have never been.”
— Rainer Maria Rilke

During January each year, [ am reminded of the double-faced Roman
god called Janus, the god of beginnings and transitions who is sometimes
represented by a doorway. I think he is an especially appropriate symbol
for the Historical Society as we begin 2016.

Through one of his faces we look back proudly at our 45 years at
Pleasant Home. At first we had only one room, but we eventually filled
the entire second floor and attic. Countless researchers climbed up the

stairs to discover amazing things about their families, their homes, their
businesses. Community members donated photos, papers, maps,
costumes, and more. The Oak Leaves donated a virtually complete set of their newspapers. Parties, tours,
programs, and fundraisers were all planned to keep our doors open without any tax dollars. Our loyal members,
volunteers, and boards worked hard to make us a stronger and more visible part of our communities.

Through Janus’ other face we look toward our exciting future at the renovated firehouse. We can envision what
more we can accomplish with the added space; our new, energy-efficient heating, cooling, and humidity control
system; the improved accessibility; and our very own name over the door! Like Janus, we are standing at the
threshold of a great moment in the history of The Historical Society of Oak Park and River Forest.

Thank you for all your support, both past and future. We’re so glad you have joined us on this journey forward.
Jan Dressel, President of The Historical Society of Oak Park and River Forest




$200,000 donation (continued)

as well as wall, ceiling, and floor finishes.

Local businesses continue to support our project with donations of materials, labor, and professional expertise.
Among these companies are Classic Cinemas, owners of the Lake Theater; McAdam Landscaping of Forest Park,
who donated their services to replicate the original driveway on the Lake Street side of the building with vintage
paving blocks; Heritage Tile of Oak Park, which is donating the new interior tile work for the bathrooms and

vebtlbule and Brendan McNulty of MeNulty Plastering & Stucco, who is repairing the original Plaster.

While the building is owned by the Village of Qak Park and leased to
the Historical Society, all renovation, restoration, and improvements are
paid for by the Historical Society. To date, all work has been funded by
private donations. We invite you to make a donation in memory of a
family member or friend and earmarked for specific lighting fixtures,
bathroom fixtures, and flooring options. All donations before June 30,
2016, will be matched dollar for dollar by the T. Kendall Hunt
Foundation. Your $50 contribution becomes $100, your $250
McAdam Landscaping staff installed contribution becomes $500, and so on. Details are on the Historical
the vintage paving blocks @hoto by Frank Lipe) Society’s website at www.oprfhistory.org. With your continued support,

the Historical Society will begin opening our new museum tth year.
“Many of our members and the community at large have been on this
long journey with the Historical Society to transform a vacant and

dilapidated 19" century fire house into a 21" century museum,” said
Executive Director Frank Lipo. “We could not have gotten this far
without the support and partnership with the building owner, the Village
of Oak Park. Ultimately, this will be the entire community’s museum
where our stories can be told from the distant past up until today. Our i
communities’ rich heritage needs to be understood and examined and = = v
our fascinating stories deserve to be told in a museum of high quality. :

“The Hunts have challenged us to raise an additional $100,000 by
June 30, 2016, which they will match, dollar for dollar. These additional
funds will allow us to complete the project and not sacrifice quality
fixcures and finishes,” Lipo said. “It also allows us to plan an orderly,

phased move from Pleasant Home to our new facility beginning by the
middle of 2016.”

(Right) Tony Buttitta of Elite Tile is installing

the tile in the bathrooms and vestibule.

Our guests listen to the announcement Tables with information on finishing Attendees purchased over $10,000
of the gifts from the T. Kendall Hunt fixtures for the museum allowed guests worth of fixtures and merchandise
Family Foundation to purchase a fixture as a donation to during the November 19" event,

the museum. (Photos by Connie Henderson-Damon)

Save the Date! Thursday, April 21, 2016! Sneak preview of our renovated New Home for History!




Christmas card recalls a landmark long gone, yet still here

The Christmas card from the
1930s pictured below captures a
lovely winter image from Oak
Park’s past, but it also speaks to
other themes of this edition of
our newsletter: remembrance,
change, and new beginnings.

N P oo, ’//4;ut/ S S

eirel

Wothristorties Govotisrgirssot atl o Hisboos

P A

Henry and Edna Austin’s Christmas
card, ¢ 1930.

(Donated by Dwight Austin}

The card shows the front gate
of Henry W. and Edna H.
Austin’s home in a shroud of
snow. Beyond the gate is the
front porch of the house and the
sharp peak of its gable. This was
Henry’s home for his entire life.

Henry’s parents, Henry W.
Austin, Sr. and Martha Voor-
hees, settled in Oak Park shortly
after their marriage in 1859.
They bought six acres of land
bordered by Lake Street, Forest
Avenue, and Ontario Street and
built a house facing Lake Street.
Here Henry, Jr. was born on
January 22, 1864.

The senior Austin found great
success as a real estate developer,
entrepeneur, and  politician.
Henry, Jr., followed his father in
the real estate business and then
found even greater success as a

founder and, later, chairman of
Oak Park Trust & Savings Bank.

Over the years, as the Austin
family prospered and grew, so
too did the Austin house. It was
expanded and remodeled and
the grounds landscaped. What
had been known as Austin’s
Woodlot became the Austin
Estate, an Oak Park landmark.

The Austins saw their estate
as an integral part of village life.
They hosted community events
on the broad lawn and along the
landscaped paths. Dances, con-
certs, and meetings were held in
an outbuilding known as the
Barn, a carriage house with
recreation rooms on the 1% floor
and a ballroom on the 2™ floor.

In 1934, though, the lingering
Great Depression threatened to
destroy Austin’s bank. The bank
needed a quick infusion of cash
to stay afloat. Austin reluctantly
sold two wvaluable acres of his
estate~ the frontage on Lake St.~
to save Oak Park Trust.

A view of the Austin home. The gate is

at the far left. (Plioto doirated by Dwight Austin)

In 1936, the Lake Theater
opened where the Austin home
had stood. But Austin did not
tear down his home. He moved

it northeast a few hundred feet.
The house that had been 1022
Lake St. was now at 167 Forest
Ave. The Barn was not as fortun-
ate. It was torn down in the
summer of 1935.

Henry W. Austin, Jr., passed
away on June 25, 1947. His
obituary noted that he died in
the same room in which he had
been born. In his lifetime, he
saw Qak Park grow from a tiny
village of 300 people to a boom-
ing suburb of over 65,000. He
and his family had played a
major role in that growth.

In his will, Austin left the
four remaining acres of the
estate to the Park District of Oak
Park. He designated that it
should be known as Austin
Gardens and that his beloved
wife Edna have a life estate in
the house they had shared for
motre than 40 years. Edna lived
there until her death on July 13,
1964. In February 1965, the
Austin home, over a hundred
years old, was razed.

Though greatly changed, the
Austin Estate lives on today in
Austin  Gardens. People still
walk the landscaped paths and
rest beneath the trees in this
refuge from the bustle of
Downtown Oak Park. In sum-
mer the community still gathers
here, but now to enjoy
performances of the Oak Park
Festival Theatre. And soon the
new Environmental Education
Center will open very near
where the Barn once stood.

Henry and Edna Austin must
be proud to see that the Austin
Estate is still a part of life in the
village they loved. | 3




Thank you to our generous donors for your support

Golden Fire Pole Society ($100,000 or more)

Jeanette Fields

Patricia and Kendall Hunt, on behalf of

the T. Kendall Hunt Family Foundation

Lou Garapolo *

Illinois Public Museum Capital Grant Program

Nancy and Richard Waichler

Benefactors of the Old Firehouse (350,000 - $99,999)

Laurel and Dennis McMahon

Kelli and Tom Kline

Willis and Shirley Johnson *

Catherine Adduci

Dwight and Sharyn Austin

Donald and Carol Carter

Mark and Kristen Coe

Robert and Vicky Connors,
Connors Family Foundation

Jan Novak Dressel and Chuck Dressel

Bill and Judy Greffin

Heritage Tile of Oak Park *

1llinois Clean Energy Community
Foundation

Fire Chief Circle (325,000 - $49,999)

Ariel F. O’Hara, in memory of
Alison O'Hara Barasa

Mark Nussbaum *

Founding Families ($10,000 - $24,999)

Carlotta and Ron Lucchesi

McAdam Landscaping, Inc.

James and Carolyn McClure

Frank Muriello

John K. Notz Jr., in honor of Augusta
Manns Uihlein and her mother,
Sophia Hahn (Manns) Kohn

Qak Park & River Forest Community
Foundation

Larry and Leslie Osterberg

Chatka and Tony Ruggiero

Jean Follett-Thompson and
Douglas Thompson

Carolyn Poplett

Robert Pasin and Muriel Quinn

Mary Ann Porucznik and Elaine Fiedler
Roger Reckers *

John and Therese Rigas

Dawn and George Schumann

Gary Schwab

Pegey Tuck-Sinko and Kenn Sinko

Shirley Tope Shearman

Robert Trezevant

Forest Park National Bank & Trust Company

Friends of the Old Firehouse ($5,000 - $9,999)

Julie Bauer and Paul Greenberg

Elizabeth and Dr. Bernie Bach

Barbara Ballinger

Patrick and Jeanette Cannon

Nancy and Peter Clark

Ebinger Family Fund of the
OPRF Community Foundation

Edith L. Ewert

Elite Tile *

LaVergna Fanta

Terry Fife and McKim Barnes

Mark and Christine Fisher

Robert and Nancy Follett

Ed and Paula Goedert

Vic and Nancy Guarino

Connié¢ Henderson-Damon and Chris Damon

Frank Heitzman®

Roberta Raymond Larson

Fire Wagon Crew ($1,000 - $4,999)

William Hines

Tom and Nancy Holmes

Warner and Laurie Huget

Lupe and Jose Jimenez

Terry and Liz Kennedy

Jill Kettlestrings Amadon and Donald
Kettlestrings in memory of David
Kettlestrings

Ruel and Marilyn Lehman

John Mahoney

James and Kathy Mahoney

Margaret and Bill McSheehy,
Historic Homes Realty

Linda Melin

Louis and Joan Mercuri

Beth McBride

Clyde and Cheryl Watkins

Robert Mlynarski
National Capital Panthans
Sally and Roderick Nott
Stacy Waichler O'Brien
River Forest Service Club
Mary Jo Schuler and the

Good Heart, Work Smart Foundation
Georgette Sinkler
Bob and Judy Steed
Arv and Audrey Vanagunas
Herbert Vance, Jr.
Marilyn Wardle
George and Mary Ellen Warner
Daniel and Maureen Watts

Gifts included on this list are cumulative for the A New Home for History Campaign and also include Annual Fund and Unrestricted Gifts beginning January 1, 2013,
through December 31, 2015. It you would like to make a donation to the campaign or if you have questions, changes, or corrections for future donor recognition lists, call
708-848-6755 or email us at oprihistorymatters@sheglobal.ner with questions.

* Denotes pro bono donation of professional services or inkind donation of materials or products



Thank you to our generous donors for your support

Hank Bode and Susan Cartland-Bode

David and Mena Boulanger

Mario Cairo, CSR Roofing Contractors, Inc.
Drs. Mark and Helene Connolly

Kevin and Linda Conway

Michele and John Donley

Pat and Jean Downs

Thomas and Martha Dwyer

Julia Fause

Carole Ferguson, in memory of Tom Ferguson
Diane Fligge

Gene Andersen

Rick and Marcia Ashton

Duwight Atchley

William and Ann Baker

‘Walter Bayer

Debbie Becker

Dell and Susan K. Bellile

Joan M. Bledig

David C. Brady

Fred and Nancy Burghardt

Mary Campbell Kemp

Dr. William Clusin

Kevin and Julie Collins

Peter and Carol Conboy

Sean and Elizabeth Condon

Lee Conte

Dr. John and Peggy Coon

Doug Cotsamire and Ron Roman
Ann Courter and Norman Hirsch
Gary Palese and Theresa Czarnik
Tapas and Judy Das Gupta
Michael and Kathy Deitch

Edith F. DeMar

Stephen and Peggy Mathy Diamond
Sarah Doherty and Jonathan Essenburg
Patrick J. Dooley

Bill and Jan Dring

Wendy B. Epstein

Kurt and Barbara Etchingham
Dorothy Faulds

Brian Flora and Kay Kuhlman
Jack and Stephanie Flynn

Don Gancer

James and Louise Gates

Nick and Deanne Alexander
Lynn Allen

Dr. Peter Baker

Tim and Mary Beth Blatner
Karen Borgstadt

Leslie Brettman

Lee Brooke & Marcy Kubat
Carl Buerger 111

Diane Carter

Nick Calabrese

Delilah Chan

Constance Coleman
William Cragg

Mary Ann Cunningham
Louis and Karen De Muro
Domonic Doherty

Joy Donahue

Bill and Tesse Donnelly

Brass Pole Society ($500 - $999)

Robert Graham

Geoffrey Greer and Val Lester
James J. Grogan

Michael Guerin

Michael and Janet Hanley
Irene F. Hansen

Barbara E. Johnson

Steve and Susan Kelley
William Kundert

Matthew and Donna Lambert
David and Sandy Lentz

Frank and Theresa Lipo
John MacManus and Josephine Bellalta
Linda Marcangelo

Marian A. Marx

Melissa Mickelberry

Diane Morris Wild

Thomas and Patricia Nelson
Alan and Kathryn Nesburg
Polly Novalk

Neil and Patti O'Connor
Gary and Carol Papke

Fire Bucket Brigade ($100 - $499)

Dianne Ghertner

Douglas Gilbert

Jim and Susan Gilchrist

Deborah Gillespie and Chuck Burbridge
Wendy Greenhouse and Michacl Trenary
Jean and Victor Guarino

Carrie Hageman and Edward Scheck
Jim Haglund and Mary Sue Komaniecki
Bob and Janet Haisman

Edgar and Carol Hajic

Paul and Sis Hamer

Jeff Hanneman and Anne Bowhay
Daniel and Kathy Hefner

Richard and Barbara Hickey
William and Sharon Hoisington
Ken Honderich and Teri Omert
Steve and Judy Humowiecki

Jack Hurwitz and Penelope Ingalls
Elaine Johnson

Raymond Johnson

Gregory and Joyce Jones

Karen Kavanaugh and Larry Brozek
Patricia and Paul Koko

Ethan Kwas

Jeanne Kwas

Mary Rose Lambke

Clare Leavitt

Jack and Mary Ellen Lesniak

Jean and Claude L'Heurcux

James and Alice Marshall

Jetf and Cathy Maza

Johin and Angela McCareins

Joseph McDonald

Karen McGirr

Robert and Karen Messer
Charles Meyerson

Bart A, Miller

Roselen Murphy

Alison Nelson

Michael and Susan Nielsen
Beth Norton

Nancy and Joseph Norton
Kathy O'Brien

Joseph and Joan O'Connor
Rose Ann Porucznik Olan & Ben Olan
AnnBarbara and Paul Oppenheim
Gina Orlando and Marty Berg
Arnold and Barbara Pagniucei
Marcia and Tom Palazzolo
Mary Pappas

Russell Parker

Shama Patel

Mary Jane and Harry Peterson, Jr.
Jeff and Joan Petertil

Dominic and Mary Pisani
Renee A. Pleshar

Frank Pond

Darius Povilaitis

Teresa Powell

Deborah Preiser

Susan Price and Marc Martinez
Naney Quinn

Madeleine Raymond

David and Pam Reynolds
MeLouis and Harriette Robinet
Philip and Sheila Rock
Richard and Gail Rosseau

Jay and Janis Ruby

Other Donors

Diane Dooley and Roland Stanger
Lowell and Judy Eckberg

Victoria Engelhardt and Franklin Hayes
Tim and Susan Evon

Thomas Finch and Maureen Dunn-Finch
Patrick and Nancy Fortier

Joseph Giustino

Robert and Karen Glass

Naney ]. Godlewski

Sally J. Green

Walt Halama

Pat Healey

Kurt and Gayle Hedlund

Fred and Anne Henders

Arend and Amy Henderson

John and Patty Henek

Anja Herrman

Mark Hertzberg

Nancy and Rev. Edgar Hiestand, Jr.
Kathleen W. Hoerner

Burt and Marilyn Hudson

Norma Goose Kanter

Ben Kleinman and Tammy Kargen
Maureen Kleinman

Karen and Bill and Komala

Dr. Arthur G. Lawrence

Larry and Cathy Lund

Mark and Victoria Matranga
Patrick and Charlaine McAnany
Thomas and Kathy McCauley

Bill and Sarah McDonald

Bill and Gloria Merrill

Priscilla Mims

Marsha M. Moseley

Gabrielle Mulchay

Allen and Georga Parchem
Robert and Wendy Planek

Gayle Reidmann

Linas Smulkstys and Mary Gerard
Tim and Robin Sterrett

Jack and Nancy Strand

Mila Tellez and Nile Wendorf
John Tyner 1

Mary Vostal *

Edward and Mary Vrablik

Robin Wardle |
Kenneth Wylie

Therese Scherrer, in honor of Beth Norton
David and Marianne Schiavone

Paul and Catherine Schiavone

Paul and Terri Schroeder

Judith Schepelak and George Vinyard
Sarah Shirk

Robert and Maureen Sievers

Conover and Sloniger Family

Mary T Small

Yvonne Smith

David and Sandra Sokol

Steve and Jo Sommers

Donald Southworth and Marilyn Cantisano
Art and Sher Watts Spooner

Kathy Stanton

Nancy Staunton

Joe and Susan Swords Steffen

Donna Stephens

Michael Stewart and Molly Frank-Stewart
Al and [rmgard Swanson |
John and Linda Tibenslky |
Michael and Laura Thompson

Randall and Judy Thompson

Dorothy and Herbert Vance

Donald and Mary Vogel

Steven Waichler

Margaret Walsh

Heidi Waltner-Pepper

R. Parker and Sara Ward

Michael and Madeleine Weldon-Linne
David L. Westerman

Jim and Lynn Winikates

Marvin “Bud” Worley, Jr.

David Mausner and Gale Zemel

Joie Pierce

Peggy Plastina

Barbara Plona

Richard and Patty Ratcliff
Jim and Melinda Robinson
Linda Ryan

Anna Sadowski

William and Erika Shorney
Lois Starbuck

John G. Thorpe

Edward and Cristen Vincent
Jim and Polly Walwark
Bill and Rogue Weiland
Phillis M. Wilson

Peg Zak

Tom Zapler

Gifts included on this list are cumulative for the A New Home for History Campaign and also include Annual Fund and Unrestricted Gifes heginning January 1, 2013,

through December 31, 2015. If you would like to make a donation to the campaign or if you have questions, changes, or corrections for future donor recognition lists, call
708-848-6755 or email us at oprfhistorymatters@sheglobal. net with questions.
* Denotes pro bono donation of professional services or in-kind donation of materials or products



Beaufiful music on a
beautiful day in a
beautiful place

A crisp fall day with sunny
skies and a gentle breeze made
perfect conditions for the 24"
annual Historical Society Cem-
etery Walk at Forest Home
Cemetery on October 18, 2015.

(Photo by Mlchn.e-l D Stewart

This vyear’s walk featured
musical performances at each
stop. The Reclaimers (Curt
Bewley, Elliott Nott, and Laura
Goetz) performed the labor
anthems Joe Hill and The Rebel
Girl near the Haymarket
Memorial and the grave of
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. Doug
Deuchler and Nancy Greco
appeared as local realtor and
impresario  Frank June and
popular early 20"  century
entertainer Grace  Hayward.
Glenn Braun and Lee Conte re-

(Photo by Michael D. Stewart)
A tour group listens to Lee Conte and
Glenn Braun perform as the Jannottas.

counted the May-December love
story of Signor Alfredo and

:
Folk group The Reclaimers performed
songs from the IWW songbook.

Stella ~ Skiff Jannotta. Kathy
Atwood sang our state song,
Illinois, at the grave of its lyricist,
Charles H. Chamberlin. And
John Atwood performed his
original composition about the
1915 Eastland Disaster, The
Great  White Ship, beside the
grave of a victim of that tragedy,
accompanied by Deborah and

Marcus  Hostetler, and Dan

Hoenisch. 3

Journalism students
from Hinsdale visit
Historical Society

(Pharu by Frnk Lipo)
Hinsdale Central journalism students
examining the Oak Leaves archive in
the Historical Society research room.

Nearly 50 Hinsdale Central
High School students visited the
Historical Society on October
30, 2015, on a special research
trip to Oak Park. The senior
Literary Journalism class split in
two with half the group walking
around the village checking out
the architecture and history
while the others pored over Oak
Leaves issues spread over 80
years, accessed with the help of
Historical ~ Society  employee
Emily Sterrett. "What is a
girdle!”; “How did Oak Park
become racially integrated?!”;
“What does ‘His Girl Friday’
mean!”; these were just a few of
the questions fielded. L3

Boy Scoufs lend a

hand for firehouse -

clean up

Community service is one of
the pillars of the Boy Scouts
program. This fall, members of
Oak Park’s Troop 16 gave their
time and labor to the firehouse
project, helping clean up the
basement and grounds.

The Troop 16 volunteers who donated
their time and hard work.

The basement was filled with trash and
debris when Boy Scouts began work...

.. and what a difterence their efforts

made!  (All photos by Kandiah Kanagandram)

*



Noted artist, graphic novelist,
and QOak Park resident Chris
Ware has created a new poster
featuring the firehouse at Lake
Street and Lombard Avenue to
honor the Historical Society’s
new Home for History. It pictures
the firehouse as it appeared in
1898, but set in contemporary
Oak Park. Vignettes of life in
the past and present are
highlighted in circular insets.

A companion piece to Ware’s
earlier works, the River Forest
poster featuring the Charles A.
Purcell House and the Oak
Park poster featuring the Arthur
B. Heurtley House, all three
works capture both past and
present life in our villages and
perfectly illustrate the role and
mission of the Historical Society.

Each poster measures 19" x
26" and is priced at $30 each;
two for $50; or all three for $75.
A limited edition of these
posters signed by Chris Ware is
also available at $125 each, two
for $225, or all three for $325.

We also have a limited
number of signed, 24" x 33.6"
Giclee prints of these posters on
White Hahnemuhle 100% acid
free paper. These special edition
signed prints are $300 each, two
for $550, or all three for $800.

All prices include sales tax.
Postage and handling starts at
$5.00 for deliveries within the
United States. For larger orders
or international shipments, we
will contact you with costs
before shipping your order.

You may place your order
online through our website,
www.oprthistory.org. Simply

New Chris Ware Poster of Firehouse Now Available

click on the Chris Ware Poster
link on the main page. You can
also order by phone at (708)
848-6755 or by writing to:

The Historical Society of Qak
Park and River Forest
P.O. Box 771
Oak Park, IL 60303-0771

L 3
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NEW CHRIS WARE POSTER AVAILABLE
Order yours now! See page 7 for details.

Give NOW and Your Donation is Worth TWICE as Much!

From now until June 30, 2016, each dollar you contribute to help create your hometown History Museum and
Research Center is worth two dollars. A generous challenge grant from the T. Kendall Hunt Family Foundation
will match, dollar for dollar, every donation made in the first half of the year up to a total of $100,000.

Read the full story starting on page 1

Thank You to All Our Members and Friends

The Historical Society made its own history in 2015, thanks to your generosity and support. When we began the
project to convert the 19™ century firehouse at Lake and Lombard into a 21* century museum and research center
for Qak Park and River Forest, we knew it was an ambitious plan. When two major grants from the State of
[linois were frozen because of the state’s financial crisis, it was unclear whether we would be able to continue the
project. But, thanks to the outpouring of support from you, we’re pleased to announce that we will begin moving
into our new facility in 2016! The complete renovation of the firehouse is an ongoing project; there is still much
work to do. But we are planning to start opening the new museum and research center to the public in phases this
year while the renovation work continues. And we are doing this with no tax dollars! It is becoming a

reality entirely because of private donations from people like you. Thank you!

See a complete list of donors on pages 4 & 5



